
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating the Promotion of Tina Lawson  
 

The Coconino 

County Sheriff’s 

Office is pleased 

to announce the 

promotion of Tina 

Lawson to the 

position of 

Detention 

Lieutenant at the 

Coconino County 

Sheriff’s Office.   

 

Tina began her career as a Detention Officer at 

the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office in December 

1987.  During her career, she has developed a 

great breadth of experience.  She has served in 

numerous capacities including jail services, 

commissary, records, and court office.  She also 

has been a supervisor, training officer, and 

mentor to many employees throughout the 

department.  Her most recent position was as 

Systems Security Manager for the Sheriff’s Office.  

This included supervising the warrants division, 

serving as the agency’s coordinator for the 

statewide criminal justice information system, 

serving as the agency’s local systems security 

officer working with staff on data integrity and 

reporting, and as the agency’s custodian of 

records.   

 

 

 

Tina is recognized statewide for her 

knowledge and commitment to public 

safety operations and procedures.  She 

serves on several statewide committees 

including the Arizona Automated 

Fingerprinting Information System 

(AZAFIS) Procedures Committee and 

Arizona Criminal Justice Commission 

Policy and Procedure Committee.  She also 

is part of the Coconino County Criminal 

Justice Information Steering Committee, 

the Northern Arizona Law Enforcement Co-

location Committee, and the Flagstaff 

Police Department-Coconino County 

Sheriff’s Office Hostage Negotiation Team.  

Tina has been highly involved in the 

physical training component of the 

detention academy.     

 

Tina brings great experience and a wealth 

of knowledge to her new role as Lieutenant.   

Tina is dedicated to Service to Community 

and to the development of our employees.  

Her ability to build and maintain strong 

local, state, and national relationships has 

been a great benefit to the Sheriff’s Office.  

We look forward to having Lieutenant 

Lawson as part of the management and 

leadership team of our organization.  

Please help us welcome Lt. Lawson in her 

new role with the department.   
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Celebrating Employee Growth and Development 
 
Congratulations to Kyle Ridgway and Jon Sanders who were recently promoted to Detention Sergeant and to  

Kaisa Clark and Saisa Stoumbaugh who were recently promoted to Detention Officer II. 

 

Kyle Ridgway began his career at the 

Sheriff’s Office as a Detention 

Support Specialist in 2006.  Shortly 

thereafter, he applied for a Detention 

Officer position and promoted to 

Detention Officer II in 2007.   He is 

working on his Criminal Justice 

degree with a minor in Political 

Science. 

 

Jon Sanders began his career as a 

Detention Officer at the Sheriff’s 

Office in 2004 and promoted to 

Detention Officer II in 2005.  His most 

recent assignment has been in the 

Court Office.  He has started 

coursework toward an Administration 

of Justice degree.   

As Detention Sergeants, Kyle and Jon will be responsible for supervising Detention Officers and Detention Support Specialists and overseeing 

the safety and security of inmates and employees throughout the facility.  Congratulations to Sergeants Ridgway and Sanders for accepting the 

leadership responsibilities of a Sergeant with the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office and for their dedication to maintaining a safe environment for 

inmates and employees in the detention facility.   

 
 

Tip a Cop – Fundraiser for Northern Arizona Special Olympians 
 

 

 

On June 28
th
, 2008 the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office held 

its 2
nd

 Annual Tip-A-Cop for Special Olympics.  Outback 

Steakhouse, Proprietor Chris Dippong, hosted the event for a 

second year.   A total of $1,438 was raised during the event.  

Patrons were greeted by four athletes, eleven Sheriff’s Office 

staff, and volunteer wait staff from Outback.  

 

The efforts of all involved made this fundraiser a great success!  

Plans are already underway for the third annual Tip a Cop 

event in 2009.  Special thanks also to Debra Taylor and Sue 

Thompson for doing an awesome job in organizing the event.  

 

 

Thanks to our honorary wait 
staff  including Lt. Tim 
Cornelius, Lt. Rex Gilliland, 
Deputy Jennifer Morrison, 
Detention Sergeant Kyle 
Ridgway, Detention Support 
Specialist Lisa Talayumptewa, 
Administrative Specialist Debra 
Taylor, and Detention Officers 
Brandi Bentley-Brown, Sue 
Thompson, Gary Smith, and 
Calddale Smith and to 
everyone who donated toward 
this great cause.   

Deputy Morrison provides excellent customer service to 
receive tips to donate to Special Olympics 
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Dive Team Recovers Weapon in Investigation 

On Tuesday June 24, 2008 Deputies of the Coconino County 

Sheriff’s Office received a report of a suspicious abandoned 

vehicle parked off the shoulder of the road in the Green Haven 

neighborhood located north of Page, Arizona.  County Search 

and Rescue volunteers aided by a search and rescue K-9 

conducted a ground for the missing person who was later 

found deceased at Lake Powell.  While the search ended with 

the unfortunate recovery of the deceased, the Coconino 

County Sheriff’s Office Dive Team was able to help conduct 

further investigation of the death and recovered a handgun 

that was collected as evidence.  The Kane County Sheriff’s 

Office is leading this investigation, assisted by our agency.   

Our five member Dive 

Team was formed April 

2007 through grant 

funding from the Law 

Enforcement Boating 

Safety Fund. The team 

currently is composed of 

officers from our Page 

Substation. The purpose 

for the dive team is to 

provide search and rescue water operations and recoveries 

in navigable waterways in Coconino County.  

Providing for Radio Communications Across the County  

Tom Florman is the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office 

Communications Manager.  He is responsible for managing 

the telephonic and radio communications needs for the 

Sheriff’s Office.  He not only provides technical assistance for 

phone and radio networks, but he also works closely with 

other agencies and vendors to develop a long term strategy to 

enhance communications throughout the region. 

 

Tom has worked for the 

Coconino County 

Sheriff’s Office since 

1972.  He has served in 

many capacities including 

Dispatch, Detention, 

Patrol, and Support 

Services.  He also has 

been a supervisor in 

each of these divisions.  Tom’s experiences as both a sworn 

peace officer and a civilian manager, his knowledge of the 

county, and his relationships with members of the community 

give him a great understanding of the communications needs 

of the agency.  Tom is known for his commitment, his passion, 

and his thoroughness.  He is always enthusiastic to help 

others and has mentored numerous people throughout the 

department.  

Coconino County is the second largest county in the United 

States with over 18,617 square miles.  As many people have 

experienced while using their cells phones, communication 

coverage is not always available.  Officers in the field also 

experience similar communication challenges because there 

is not always radio coverage in remote areas and areas where 

the terrain is extreme.  Radio coverage is extremely important.  

The radio is the officer’s lifeline to Dispatch and to be able to 

communicate with other officers in the field.     

 

Improving radio coverage is a priority for the Sheriff’s Office.  

Through grants, we have been able to purchase mobile 

repeaters for the patrol vehicles which increase the broadcast 

range of officers’ portable radios.  We also have partnered 

with the Arizona Public Safety Communications Commission 

to work on linking towers across the region to improve radio 

coverage.  Some radio frequencies have been set aside for 

multiple agencies to use so they can talk to each other during 

emergency events.   

 

On June 13, 2008 a new radio tower was completed in the 

Blue Ridge Patrol District.  The site was added to provide 

additional radio coverage in several locations in the Blue 

Ridge area.  The plan is to add another radio site in Blue 

Ridge by the end of the year to continue to enhance radio 

coverage in the area.    
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Sheriff’s Office Leads Search & Rescue Delegation to Kazakhstan  
 
 

A Search and Rescue (SAR) team from Arizona recently 

returned from a diplomatic mission in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan.  The Arizona National Guard has had an 

“information exchange” program with Kazakhstan since 1996 

and funded the mission.  In 2004, Jim Driscoll, currently Chief 

Deputy at the Sheriff’s Office, participated in an information 

exchange mission to Kazakhstan sponsored by the Arizona 

National Guard.  This year, he was asked to lead an Arizona 

Team of SAR professionals as delegates to an international 

SAR competition and conference called “Kazpaz.”   

 

On May 18, the team flew to Almaty, Kazakhstan and then 

traveled to a remote camp along the Ili River where the 

competition and conference were conducted.  Teams from 

other countries in the former Soviet Union including Belarus, 

Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, and Russia participated in the event.  

The Arizona Team gave a presentation on Search and 

Rescue in Arizona and demonstrated a “high angle” technical 

rescue of a victim on a cliff.  Throughout the two and half 

weeks in Kazakhstan, the Arizona Team participated in 

various ceremonies, observed team competition, and 

exchanged both information and equipment with various 

Search and Rescue teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Members of the team (left to right, 

standing):  Jim Driscoll (Coconino 

County Sheriff’s Office), Tony Casali 

(Flagstaff Fire Department Aaron Dick 

(Coconino County Sheriff’s Office), 

Chris Thomas (Flagstaff Fire 

Department), and Eric Johnson (Pima 

County Sheriff’s Office), (kneeling) Val 

Paleski (Coconino County Sheriff 

Search and Rescue) 

(Above) Chief Jim Driscoll joined by 
Kazakhstan leaders addresses participants 
of the competition during opening 
ceremonies.  

(Right) The Arizona Team 
demonstrates a technical 
rope rescue. 

(Above) Members from the Arizona 
Team pose with members of one of 
the local competing teams. 
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Inmate Work Crew Fights Invasive Weeds 

Recently the Coconino 

County Sheriff’s Office 

received a request 

from the Audubon 

Society for help in 

fighting invasive weeds 

along the Rio de Flag.  

On June 27
th
, the 

Sheriff and an inmate work crew headed out 

to Doney Park to assist in the weed fighting 

effort.   The crew worked from 9:00 until 1:00 

near Logan’s Crossing to destroy thistles 

that had grown up in the area.  The channel 

was completely dry at the time, so they were 

able to work on the far side of the channel 

which is usually inaccessible.   The 

coordinators of the event were grateful for 

the help and commented that the crew 

accomplished what normally took over two 

work days.   

A bonus to the event was learning that 

several of the members of the work crew are 

artists, and they offered to submit a graphic 

of a “Weed Warrior for program t-shirts.   

 

WHAT IS AN INVASIVE WEED? 

Coconino County’s Community Development 

Comprehensive Plan includes goals regarding 

conserving plant communities and improving the 

health of vegetative ecosystems.  Weeds are any 

plant that is not desired in an area.  Invasive refers 

to the plant being non-native to the area 

historically.  These invasive weeds tend to 

proliferate and take over native species.  They are 

especially prevalent in disturbed areas such as 

road and utility corridors and heavily used 

recreation areas.  To learn more about invasive 

plants, you can visit the Coconino Rural 

Environmental Corps webpage at 

http://www.crecweb.org/node/112 or the US 

Department of Agriculture webpage at 

http://www.plants.usda.gov 

 

Sheriff’s Office Applies for $560,000 in Grants 
 

The Coconino County Sheriff’s Office is 

pleased to announce applications for over 

$560,000 of grant funding during the month 

of June alone.   

 

        Applications submitted to the Byrne National 

Initiatives Grant (Bureau of Justice Assistance) 

were to fund programs supporting national efforts 

to prevent crime and drug abuse, enhance local 

law enforcement, enhance local corrections, and 

facilitate justice information sharing.  We applied 

for funding to: a) purchase of an Optical Print and 

Photo Information System which is an electronic 

method of storing and searching through 

fingerprint cards, b) replace portable radios with 

ones with narrow band frequency, c) fund a 

community policing speed radar and 

neighborhood watch program, and d) provide 

ammunition for training our tactical team. 

        Our agency applied for funding for a 

women’s EXODUS (in custody substance abuse  

treatment) program and overtime and equipment 

for our K9 (canine) Unit through the Community 

Policing COPS Methamphetamine Grant.    

       The State Homeland Security Grant Program 

helps develop regional capabilities to prevent, 

respond to, and mitigate acts of domestic or 

foreign terrorism and other hazards.  We applied 

for funding to enhance our radio and satellite 

communications abilities, to enhance our Search 

and Rescue equipment and building, to enhance 

our building security through video and audio 

recording, and to enhance our ability to store 

digital information.   

 

The Sheriff’s Office is always conscientious 

of fiscal responsibilities and realizes the 

importance of seeking funding opportunities.  

We are pleased to welcome Kathleen 

Levinson to our team.  Kathleen was 

recently hired as an Administrative 

Operations Manager and is serving as our 

grant manager.   

Coconino County 
Sheriff’s Office 

911 E. Sawmill Rd. 

Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
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(928) 774-4523 

(800) 338-7888 

 

FAX: 

(928) 226-5029 
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Service to Community 

--------------------------- 

We are committed to 

providing responsive 

and effective Service 

to the Community.  We 

earn and maintain the 

public’s trust and 

confidence through 

our integrity and 

professionalism.  

Toward these goals, 

we devote our 

personnel, resources 

and energy. 


